AMENDED resolution shared with the Delegate Assembly on May 7, 2024:
Resolution in Support of CUNY Gaza Solidarity Encampment

Whereas CUNY students and workers have taken principled and courageous action by launching
the CUNY Gaza Solidarity Encampment on April 25, 2024, at the City College of New York (CCNY)
campus, to protest Israel’s ongoing mass killing and violent displacement of Palestinian civilians
in Gaza and beyond;

Whereas these protesters include many PSC members who are faculty, staff, and graduate
student workers;

Whereas the PSC stands firmly for the right of its members and all CUNY students and workers
to freely express their views;

Whereas the goal of this protest encampment is to push CUNY management on the following five
demands, at a time when student and worker protesters are calling on universities across the
country to disclose, divest and boycott:

1. Divest! Immediately divest from ALL companies complicit in the imperialist-zionist
genocide, including weapons, tech and surveillance, and construction companies. Commit
to full financial transparency regarding CUNY's institutional investments.

2. Boycott! Ban all academic trips to the Zionist state, encompassing birthright, Fulbright,
and perspectives trips. Cancel all forms of cooperation with Israeli academic institutions,
including events, activities, agreements, and research collaborations.

3. Solidarity! Release a statement affirming the right of the Palestinian people to national
liberation and the right of return. Protect CUNY students and workers who are attacked
for speaking out against the genocide in Gaza and in solidarity with Palestinian liberation.
Reinstate professors who have been fired for showing solidarity with Palestine.

4. Demilitarize! Demilitarize CUNY, Demilitarize Harlem! Get I0OF and NYPD officers off all
CUNY campuses, and end all collaboration, trainings and recruitment by imperialist
institutions, including the CIA, Homeland Security and ROTC. Remove all symbols of US
imperialism from our campuses: Rename the Colin Powell School of Global and Civic
Leadership at CCNY and reinstate The Guillermo Morales and Assata Shakur Community
and Student Center!

5. A People's CUNY! We demand a fully-funded, free CUNY that is not beholden to zionist
and imperialist private donors! Restore CUNY's tuition-free status, protect the union, and
adopt a fair contract for staff and faculty.

Whereas on April 30, 2024, CCNY president Vincent Boudreau, with the backing of CUNY
Chancellor Félix V. Matos Rodriguez, declared a state of emergency, authorizing a raid by the
NYPD and its notoriously violent Strategic Response Group (SRG) on the CUNY Gaza Solidarity
Encampment, resulting in nearly 200 arrests of CUNY students, faculty, staff, alumni, and
community members as well as numerous injuries to protesters including chemical burns, broken
bones, concussions, bruises, and swelling.



Whereas the PSC has previously taken stands in solidarity with the Palestinian people and in
support of academic freedom; has joined other unions calling for a ceasefire; and recently
condemned the repression of student protests at Columbia University;

Whereas Israel has killed over 40,000 Palestinians in the past six months, including at least 14,000
children, and has destroyed every university in Gaza, and despite overwhelming global protest is
continuing its violent assault on the Palestinian people living in the West Bank and especially in
Gaza and is proceeding to dispossess them entirely from their land and property;

Resolved, that the PSC rejects any use of force, violence, spying, or infiltration by campus security
or law enforcement against members of the CUNY community, and will call on the CUNY
administration within 48 hours of the passage of this resolution, and repeatedly until demands
are met, to do the following: take the protest encampment's demands seriously and negotiate in
good faith over their implementation; refrain from all further violence and repression; return all
property confiscated from encampment participants and arrestees; decline to participate in all
prosecutions of participants in the CUNY Gaza Solidarity Encampment and related protest
actions; and advocate for withdrawing all charges against all those arrested.

Resolved, that the PSC Delegate Assembly commits the PSC to immediate divestment from and
boycott of Israel through the following mechanisms: 1) no PSC professional development grants,
reimbursements, or other funding may be used for costs related to any academic exchange or
collaboration with Israeli institutions; 2) no direct expenses or reimbursements to chapters can
go toward the cost of any products listed on the BDS boycott list; 3) the PSC will transfer its
endowments and other financial holdings into accounts that do not invest in Israel and do not
produce weapons sold or traded to Israel; and 4) the PSC will submit resolutions calling on its
parent union as well as the Teachers' Retirement System of the City of New York to divest from
Israeli securities.

Resolved, that the PSC endorses the five demands of the CUNY Gaza Solidarity Encampment and
stands in solidarity with the students, PSC members, and community members who have been
taking part in the encampment and other actions for Palestine liberation and against genocide.

Resolved, that the PSC must respond immediately and assertively to any retaliation that our
students, faculty, or staff face for pro-Palestine organizing or speech, and must allocate
additional resources to train and support PSC staff, union leaders, rank and file, and grievance
counselors to ensure that such responses are effective.

**ORIGINAL VERSION AS SUBMITTED ON 4/25/24:**
Resolution in Support of CUNY Gaza Solidarity Encampment
Submitted on April 25, 2024 for urgent consideration by the Delegate Assembly

Whereas CUNY students and workers are taking principled and courageous action on campus by
launching a protest encampment against Israel’s ongoing mass killing and violent displacement
of Palestinian civilians in Gaza and beyond;
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Whereas these protesters include many PSC members who are graduate student workers and
other CUNY faculty and staff members;

Whereas the PSC stands firmly for the right of its members and CUNY students to freely express
their views;

Whereas the goal of this protest encampment is to push CUNY management on the following five
demands:

1. Divest! Immediately divest from ALL companies complicit in the imperialist-zionist
genocide, including weapons, tech and surveillance, and construction companies. Commit
to full financial transparency regarding CUNY's institutional investments.

2. Boycott! Ban all academic trips to the Zionist state, encompassing birthright, Fulbright,
and perspective trips. Cancel all forms of cooperation with Israeli academic institutions,
including events, activities, agreements, and research collaborations.

3. Solidarity! Release a statement affirming the right of the Palestinian people to national
liberation and the right of return. Protect CUNY students and workers who are attacked
for speaking out against the genocide in Gaza and in solidarity with Palestinian liberation.
Reinstate professors who have been fired for showing solidarity with Palestine.

4. Demilitarize! Demilitarize CUNY, Demilitarize Harlem! Get IOF and NYPD officers off all
CUNY campuses, and end all collaboration, trainings and recruitment by imperialist
institutions, including the CIA, Homeland Security and ROTC. Remove all symbols of US
imperialism from our campuses: Rename the Colin Powell School of Global and Civic
Leadership at CCNY and reinstate The Guillermo Morales and Assata Shakur Community
and Student Center!

5. A People's CUNY! We demand a fully-funded, free CUNY that is not beholden to zionist
and imperialist private donors! Restore CUNY's tuition-free status, protect the union, and
adopt a fair contract for staff and faculty.

Whereas the PSC has previously taken stands in solidarity with the Palestinian people and in
support of academic freedom; has joined other unions calling for a ceasefire; and recently
condemned the repression of student protests at Columbia University;

Therefore resolved, the PSC rejects any use of force, violence, spying, or infiltration by campus
security or law enforcement against these members of the CUNY community, and calls on the
CUNY administration to respect the protest encampment and take its demands seriously; and

Further resolved, the PSC pledges to stand with this student-led movement and to fully support
students and PSC members who are taking part in this encampment and in other actions for
Palestine liberation.
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