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May 20, 2025 
 
Dear President Davis, 
 
The statement from the leadership of the PSC provides unqualified support for protesters who targeted 
Jewish students and ignored the requests of the Brooklyn College administration to take down their 
encampment before police dispersed the protesters. 
  
The breakups of the demonstrations at Brooklyn College were not some cruel fate visited on “non-violent 
student-led protest,” as the PSC statement would have it. Rather, President Anderson permitted police on 
campus only after talks to remove the tents broke down, and the protesters began putting back up the few 
tents they had taken down. None of the demonstrators who negotiated with the Brooklyn College 
administration were Brooklyn College students. Still, the violence of the police was unnecessary and 
distressing. It should be investigated, and more appropriate police methods should be followed. But this is 
a separate issue from whether protester demands must be acceded to. 
 
All members of the Brooklyn College community have the right to express their opinions but there are time, 
place, and manner restrictions to protect the normal functioning of the College. President Anderson made 
several attempts to de-escalate the situation but drew the line at allowing an encampment, which she noted 
in her speech to the faculty has regularly been associated with increased antisemitic incidents on college 
campuses. 
 
After the protesters were removed from 
campus, they marched to the Hillel 
building, where Jewish students and local 
children in an after-school program were 
forced to remain behind locked doors for 90 
minutes while agitators blocked the 
entrance. The worst violence of the day 
occurred there, as police tried to maintain 
safety and clear an exit path. Following the 
May 8th protests, class schedules of some 
Jewish students were publicized with calls 
to “get them” when they show up to class.  
 
The erasure of the experience of Jewish 
students by the union is of a piece with 
its framing of the May 8th protest as a 
“…non-violent student-led protest 
against the ongoing military campaign against Palestinians". There is a war in Gaza—there would 
not be a shot fired if not for Hamas. Palestinians suffer because the resources supplied to Gaza 
have been used to build protective tunnels for Hamas that exclude ordinary Gazans who are forced 
to serve as human shields. It is Hamas that has brought about this continuing tragedy, as they vow 
to continue fighting until they have destroyed Israel.  
 

Jews targeted by protesters at the Tanger Hillel at 
Brooklyn College for one and a half hours on May 8. 
 

https://psc-cuny.org/news-events/psc-statement-on-the-events-of-may-8-at-brooklyn-college/#:~:text=The%20PSC%20issued%20an%20immediate,against%20the%20ongoing%20military%20campaign


We are moved by the courage of those extraordinary Gazans who protest against Hamas’s reign 
of terror. The union must make clear that Hamas supporters do not set the tone at CUNY.  
 
President Davis, we hope that you will respond to the May 13th letter of the CUNY Alliance for Inclusion 
(CAFI) and to this letter by issuing a statement of support for the Brooklyn College students and others 
who were at the receiving end of the protests. We call upon the union leadership to meet with CAFI 
members to discuss the safety of Jewish and Zionist students at CUNY. 
 
CUNY Alliance for Inclusion 
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